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FALL 2022

The Loft
on Main

Happy Fall! This November marks the 5th Anniversary of opening the doors for the display and sale of local art at 112 East 
Main in Morrison! How exciting is that?

New Artists - Since our last newsletter, we have welcomed the following new artists with new paintings and jewelry 
creations: Dan Sitzmore, Bonny Brown and Deb Schaver. Dan has also volunteered to help with classes and other needs 
at The Loft.  

Paint the Town - On September 18, the day after Paint the Town (when the plan was to have people wandering the streets 
viewing the artwork created on Saturday), several Loft artists volunteered to demonstrate their creativity. As most of 
you know, rain spoiled the street painting on Saturday, but people still came to Main Street on Sunday! Lloyd Beckman, 
woodturner, was on hand with a small lathe, and showed viewers the art of turning a goblet with a floating captive ring.  
Terri Villa Engelkens showed ways to repurpose vintage items while Carole Isenhart demonstrated the kumihimo braiding 
technique. Daryl Drennen, blacksmith, added some noise by creating with his forge and anvil. Mary Katos, photographer, 
was able to capture images of some beloved pets. Every portrait session resulted in a $25 donation to Morrison’s Bark 
Park. And finally, Mari Jo Schuneman was on hand to demonstrate how she makes felted balls.  

Other activities helped round out the day. The Tiny Art drawing was held with 23 chances sold. The Morrison Wrestlers 
served pancakes; Brent’s Firehouse Coffee set up their trailer for coffee and other drinks; Community State Bank provided 
popcorn; and The Loft handed out ice cream treats from DQ Grill and Chill. Paint the Town t-shirts were available for sale 
at a discount (with proceeds going to CAPA). The weather cooperated, and the street closure provided the opportunity for 
some to paint their street masterpieces. Hopefully, next year, there will be no rain on Saturday and even more activities for 
everyone to enjoy while viewing the artwork on Sunday.

Upcoming Events - Our calendar continues to fill with scheduled activities! On November 8, from 10 am to 4 pm, The Loft 
will once again offer an opportunity for people to paint an ornament that will be used to decorate our tree for the holiday 
season. This is a wonderful opportunity for adults and children alike! This is a free event and there is no pre-registration. 

All supplies needed are provided. The completed ornaments will be left at The Loft, 
but will be available for the creators to pick up prior to Christmas. 

Also, on November 8 from 6 to 9 pm, “Painting with Nina” will be held in the 
workroom. This is an opportunity to discover the joy of painting with oil...
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Board of Directors

The Loft on Main
112 E. Main Street, Morrison, IL 61270
Phone:  (815) 772-4005
Website: www.theloftonmain.org
Hours:  Thursday 10 am - 2 pm
 Friday & Saturday 10 am - 4 pm
            The Loft on Main, NFP

The Loft on Main is an entirely 
volunteer run non-profit organization. 
There is opportunity to join in as 
a volunteer in several capacities 
ranging from being a Board member 
or committee member, to recording 
sales and helping keep the gallery 
clean. If you would like to volunteer 
at The Loft on Main, contact 
Marcia Haag at (815) 441-5860. 
For questions or information, feel 
free to email us at:

theloftonmain112@gmail.com
Shop by artwork or artist at: 

theloftonmain.org
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We consider you partners in helping us fulfill our mission.
Thank you for your continued support!

If we have erroneously omitted your name from the donor list above, please 
contact Sharon Boyles at 815-718-3682, and we will correct our list

as soon as possible! In addition, if you or someone you know would like 
information on becoming a patron donor, please contact Sharon at the number 

above. We are a non-profit organization and donations are eligible for deduction.

The Loft on Main Fall UpdateFront page (L-R): Artwork by Mary Katos, Joe Stuart and Bonny Brown. Above top right corner: Fran Plude. Above (L-R): Ed Hammelman, Sharon Boyles and Dan Sitzmore.



CALENDAR
Upcoming Events

7, 14, 21, 28

8

8
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24
26

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION 
6:45 - 8 pm

 
ORNAMENT PAINTING

10 am - 4 pm, FREE
Choose from seasonal salt 

clay ornaments to paint: 
snowman, bell, star, tree, wreath, 

gingerbread man, teddy bear, 
circle, or heart. Tempera paint 

supplied and donated by CAPA.  

OIL PAINTING WITH NINA
6 - 9 pm, Price: $45/person

Nina Stachewicz will guide 
participants step-by-step 
through a fall landscape 

painting. No experience needed. 
All materials provided. 

Wear worry-free clothes to class. 
If you have any questions, feel 

free to contact Nina at 
815-443-2235. Please RSVP by 

November 1 to secure your spot. 
A minimum of 5 people need to 
sign up for the class to proceed, 

with a limit of 9 participants. 
RSVPs should be sent to 

theloftonmaingallery@gmail.com

THIRD THURSDAY
8 - 10 am: Coffee and treats

THANKSGIVING
CLOSED

SHOP LOCAL!
Open 10 am - 4 pm 

Local Holiday Shopping is the Best!
With the holidays fast approaching...as well as Shop Local 
on Saturday, November 26...The Loft on Main gives 
customers several unique opportunities to buy 
(and wish for) local, one-of-a-kind, handmade works of art. 

Not sure what to get? Gift certificates in any denomination are 
available for purchase. In addition, The Loft also offers a Personal Wish 
List, where anyone can come into the gallery, select items they like, 
and place them on a Wish List card. Either take the card with you and 
place it where someone will see your subtle hints...or leave it at The 
Loft’s cash register. Friends and family can then come in and purchase 
gifts from the personal list, without worrying about whether the art will 
be the perfect fit for its intended recipient.

Afraid the prices of original artwork are outside of your budget? 
The Loft has items priced as low as $4! With 90% of every purchase 
going back to the artist, your purchase helps keep more artwork 
coming. Most importantly, shopping at The Loft supports an amazing, 
all-volunteer local business and keeps dollars right here at home.

New items arrive at The Loft on a regular basis. Many items are sold 
quickly. Don’t delay in stopping by to check out what we have on the 
walls and shelves. We look forward to seeing you and any guest you 
may have visiting! Stop by and show them a little of what Morrison has 
to offer!
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CHRISTMAS WALK
5:30 pm: OPEN until 7 pm

MINDFULNESS MEDITATION 
6:45 - 8 pm

THIRD THURSDAY
8 - 10 am: Coffee and treats

without having to purchase the 
supplies or having to decide what 
you are going to paint. Look for 
more information in the Calendar 
of Events, thecity1.com and our 
Facebook page.

The Morrison Meditation Center 
has scheduled Monday evenings 
from 6:45 to 8pm through 
November and December as 
an open to the public time for 
discussing and practicing mindful 
meditation.

Painters continue to schedule 
open studio time for group 
painting. Watch for details on 
future events! And keep in mind 
that our back room is available 
for open studio during regular 
business hours, too.

Volunteers Needed! - We 
continue to be an all-volunteer 
organization and, as such, we 
are always in need of more 
volunteers! Even if you only have 
a few hours a month to spare, 
let us know if you might be 
interested in helping.

Sharon Boyles 
Sharon Boyles, Treasurer,

Loft on Main Board of Directors
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8 - 10 am: Coffee and treats

JANUARY

Fun was had by all on September 18, the day after Paint the Town, when several Loft 
artists volunteered to demonstrate their creativity. 

Pictured (L-R): Mary Katos’ photographs of Apollo and Belle; Daryl Drennen; 
Mari Jo Schuneman (top); Terri Villa Engelkens (bottom); and Lloyd Beckman

On the Third Thursday of every month, The Loft on Main 
opens its doors early, between 8 and 10 am, for free coffee, 

conversation, and homemade treats. It’s a time for seeing old 
friends, making new ones, and sharing a laugh or two. Pictured 
above, an extra-special attendee visited during the September 

event - Loft woodworker and former Morrison Mayor Everett 
Pannier. Seated (L-R) around the table are: Sherri and Everett 
Pannier; Karla Burn; Dave Boyles; Sharon Boyles; and Martha 

Kophamer. (Not pictured but in attendance: Marcia Haag, Joan 
Vander Bleek, and Mark Zinnen). Burn displays a photo book of 

Tiny Art paintings from Odell Public Library’s event.  
Shown below (L-R) at October’s Third Thursday are: Mayor 

Vandermyde; Ned J. Nesti, Jr.; owner of “The Blue Violet” flower 
and gift shop LuEllen Lee; Sharon Boyles; and Martha Kophamer.
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Jewelry by Deb Schaver

Upcoming Board Opening
The Board of Directors of The Loft on Main will soon 
have an opening for a new member. “Participation on 
the Board of Directors of a not-for-profit organization is 
an act of charity,” said Jim Mertes, Board President. “It 
may not be financially rewarding, but it is tremendously 
enriching for everyone who participates.”

The Loft on Main gives so much to our community. 
It provides local artists with a beautiful gallery that 
showcases their talents, then it gives back to the 
community that supports it.

“We owe everything to our volunteers,” Mertes explained. “Every member of our 
Board offers a different and unique perspective that combines to make our Board 
wonderful. We meet once a month, by Zoom, to make meetings as convenient as 
possible for all involved. We will soon have an opening, and we hope to fill it right 
away.”

Anyone interested in serving on the Board of Directors should send an e-mail 
expressing interest to theloftonmaingallery@gmail.com call The Loft on Main at 
815-772-4005.

Holiday Hours
With the holiday season just around the corner, the Board agreed that business 
hours should be extended. That being said, The Loft will be open more days and 
more hours in the near future. The exact hours are yet to be determined. Please 
follow us on our Facebook page for updates! Also, feel free to contact Sharon at 
815-718-3682 if the regular hours do not fit your schedule.
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